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At the Semiannual Meeting of the

Humane Society, June 12, 1787.

VQ
T f D, That the Honourable

James BowDoiN/EfcpLL-D. Prefi
dent, Thomas RuJJell, Efq; Firft V. Prefident,
Rev. Simeon Howard, D. D. Treafurer, Rev.
Samuel Parker, and Rev. Peter Thatcher, be
a Committee to wait on the Rev. John La-

throp, D. D. and return him the Thanks of

this Society for his excellent Difcourfe deli
vered this day, and reque# a Copy thereof
to be printed at the Societys' Expence.

A true Copy from the Records,

Atteft, Samuel, Parker, Rec. Sec'y.

Gentlemen,

1A
M greatly honoured by the notice

which the Humane Society have
been pleafed to take of the Difcourfe deli- <
vered before them on the laft Tuefday, and
by the very obliging manner in which they
have requefted a Copy thereof to be printed,

A desire in fome meafure to aid the
*

caufe of Humanity, influenced me to ac

cept the appointment made by the Truftees
of the Society, agreeably to the tenth Ar
ticle of the Inftitutes ; and influenced by the

opinion which the Society have been pleaf
ed to exprefs, that the defign of the Inftitu-
tion may be ferved by publifhing the Dif

courfe, I will give a Copy for that purpofe.
$oflont June, 1787. John Lathro?.
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A

DISCOURSE.

Luke ix. 56.

The Son of Man is not come

to dejiroy men s lives, but to

fave them,'

F|
U B L I C K inftitutions, founded

on the general principles of bene

volence, and calculated either to

promote the happinefs, or to alleviate

the fufferings of human life, are ho

noured and encouraged among all the

civilized nations of the world.

To feed the hungry, and clothe the

naked, to nourim the orphan, and

help the widow in diftrefs, are iervi-

ces acceptable and well pleafing in the

fight of God our Saviour.

But
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B u t as the mind of man is affecled

with the cries of the needy, and with

thcjight of wretchednefs, fo the relief

of prefent mifery has been the objeft of

thofe benevolent inftitutions in general
which have heretofore been eftablifhed

by the wealthy and generous.
The

founders of benevolent inftitutions in

general have carried their views no

farther than apparent death, unlefs to

provide a decent interment for fuch as

could no longer receive the fruits of

their liberalities. But fmce the dif-

coveries of modern times have fuffici-

ently proved,
" That the total fufpen-

" fion of the vital functions of the
" animal body, is by no means in-

"

compatable with life," * inftitutions

have been formed in various parts of the

world, for the recovery of perfons, af- j

ter they had tafted death, and funk in

to a ftate of infenfibility, from which,

if left without afliftance, they could not

have awoke, 'till the morning of the

refurre&ion.

A

• Inftitution of the Humane Society id Bofiox.
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A proposal for a fociety, for the

purpofe now mentioned, in former days
of ignorance and fuperftition, would no

doubt have been treated as impious and
abfurd : But the fuccefs which has at

tended the exertions of focieties formed

for the recovery of perfons vifibly dead,

particularly fuch as were drowned, has

far exceeded expectation.

Excited by the fuccefs which has

attended Humane Societies in Europe, a

number of Gentlemen lately formed

themfelves into a Society of the fame

name, and for the fame benevolent pur

pofe in this Commonwealth.

To aid the general defign of the in-

ftitution, this Society have a {landing or

der,
" That fome perfon be appointed

"
to deliver a publick Difcourfe, on the

" fecond Tuefday of June, every year,
"

upon fome Medical Subject, connect-
" ed with the principal objects of the
"

Society."

To
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To deliver a Difcourfe upon a Medi

cal Subject, would be out of the line of

my profeflion : But as the Truftees of

the Society have fignified their pleafure,
that an Inftitution of fo interefting a

nature, be introduced with a Religi
ous Exercife, and that the firft Dif

courfe be rather on the general object
of the Society, than confined to the

Medical Science, I chearfully obey their

order 5 relying On the patience and

candour of this refpedtable affembly.

The words of our Lord, placed at

the head of this Difcourfe, naturally lead

us to confider the value of human life,

and the duty of preferving it by every

method in our power.

The holy Evangelifts who have faith

fully recorded the life of Jesus Christ,

abundantly teftify that his actions per

fectly correfponded with the declara

tion in the text : He conftantly went

about doing good. He not only fed

the
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the hungry, an! healed the fi:k, but on

feveral occafions he invaded the empire
of death, and reftored to difconfohte

mourners, their connexions and friends.

He at once gave demonftration of

the power which he had received from

his Father in Heaven, and of the va

lue which he fit on human life, when,

at the city Nain, he detained the fu

neral proceflbn, which was performing
the laft kind office to the only fon of

an afflicted widow, and with a fove-

reign word, reftored him again to

his mother :—When he brought back

to life the dauglrer of Jairus, after it

was declared by all who faw her, that

fhe was dead ; and more particularly,

when he raifed Lazarus from the grave,

after he had been buried four days.

W e may be aflifted in forming an

eftimate of human life, not only by con-

fidering the value which was fat up-

B on

*
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on it by the Son of Man, but by at

tending to the frame and conftitution

of our nature, together with the rank

which we hold among the creatures of

God 3—by attending to the defire of life,

which is almoft univerfal among the

human race, and by confidering the

fervices which the children of men are

capable of rendering one another, in the

feveral. connexions and relations which

they fuftain.

Man was deflgned by his Creator,

to have dominion over other animals,

and he was qualified for this fuperiour
rank by receiving a capacity for im

provement, beyond any other creatures

on the earth.

Weapons contrived by human

fltill, and directed by the feeble hand

of man, are more fatal to the ravenous

beafts of the foreft, than all their

ftrength and fury are to man.

Se-
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Several of the inferiour animals

indeed difcover furprifing art in pro

viding for their fupport, and in fecur-

ing themfelves againft their enemies :

But while they are furnifhed with fuf-

ficient fagacity for the prefervation of

their fpecies, it does not appear that the

mental faculties which they have, are

capable of any confiderable enlarge

ment. Their natural hiftory does not

infarm us, that any tribes of animals

below man, are better able to collect

the means of fubliftence, or to defend

themfelves with more fuccefs againft

fuch as would d^ftroy them, than they

were feveral thoufand years ago.

But the improvements in ufeful

knowledge, which have been made by

man, are furprifing.—Man, by tilling

the earth, which feems to be his natu

ral bufinefs, finds by experiments and

observations, that the means of fubfift-

ance
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ance may be gathered from a fmall piece

of ground. Man can alfo traverfe

the ocean, and by an art which no

other creature hath learned, he can

ci'cum-navigate the globe, and pleafe

his tafte with the produce of every

clime ; Or, by the ufe of letters, man

miy abide at home, and yet collect

both knowledge and wealth from na

tions the moft diftant, and the lcaft

acquainted with each other.

Farther, to enhrge his mind,

and increafe his intellect aal happinef>,

man, by the ufe of figures, and a few

inlVuments which his own fkill hath

invented, can look into the heavenly

regions—can furvey thjfe vaft bodies

which revolve about the common cen

tre of the Syftem to which we be

long i yea, he can look beyond our

Syftem, and make acquaintance with

other worlds and other fyftems,' until

the grandeur of the Univeife aftonifhes

his
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his mind, and to ufe the words of a

great Philofopher and Divine,
" He

"
turns giddy

* with the profpect."

Such being his nature, and fuch

his capacity for improvement in know

ledge and intelledlual fehciry, we may

be fure the Author of his exiftence

defigned him for a happy and honoura

ble rank in creation.

M a n is at the head of the creatures

which dwell on the fdce of the earth •

but the treafures of the earth cannot fi-

tisfy him : He feeks acqutintance with

other worlds ;
—he longs to converfe

with fuperiour beings, and feels the

higheft pleafure in contempla<ing the

perfections of his Creator, in the bouad-

lefs Univerfe.

Such pleafure belongs to man ;

fuch pleafure he is capable of enjoying
in

• Rev, Dr. Price.
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in the prefent life ; life is therefore

defirab'e.—There is no evil which we fo

generally dread, as the lofs of life :
" All

«' that a man hath will he give for his

" life." Every conceivable enjoyment

on this fide Heaven depends on the conti

nuance of life Crowns and fceptres lofe

their value as their owners draw near

the grave. In that dark abode, the

Have and the fovereign are equally im

potent : In the grave there is no know

ledge—no mental erjoyment.
" When

" the days of a man are finifhed, and

" he pafTeth away, his love and his ha-

"
tred, and his envy perilh with him.

" If his fons come to honour, he know-

«' eth it not : If they are brought low

*' he perceiveth it not of them." *

As all fenfation depends on the or

gans of life, fo when thofe organs arc

deftroyed, we have reafon to tear all

mental

•

Job xiv. 21.
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mental exercifes muft ceafe, until he who

fit ft gave us exiftence (hill reftore us from

the ruins of nature, and bring us for

ward to refume the tafk, and complete
the work which we left unfinifhed. *

If it be true, that every conceiva

ble enjoyment on this fide Heaven, de

pends on the continuance of life, we

{hall endeavour to protract our own ex

iftence, and we fhall endeavour to ref-

cue from the gate of death, fuch as

are in danger of going down to the

grave, before their proper time.

The value of human life will ftill

rife in view, as we confider the ferviees

which the children of men are capable of

rendering each other, in the feveral con

nexions and relations which they fuftuin.

Such are our connexions, that our

happinefs greatly depends en one ano

ther.—*

• Dr. Hartley's Quiet vationi oa Mas.
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ther.—The happinefs of a whole em

pire miy depend on the life of a wife

and good monarch.—The happinefs of

a ftate or province may depend on

the life of rulers, whofe abilities and

fidelity merit the confidence of the

people,—The happinefs of parents de

pends on the life of their children :

And the happinefs of children depends

on the life of their parents, efpecially in

their youne flnd tender years.
—Next to

our own dilf vlution, there is nothing we

dread Co much as the deith of thofe with

whom we a-e intimately connected.

Other mnfiderqtions nvght be fug-

gefted to ilUiftrate the value of human

life, we^e T not afraid of protracting
this Difcourfe to an improper length.

The ftrength of kingdoms and em

pires, is in proportion to the number

of inhabiants, provided they are well

governed and employed.

But the value of -human life, is not

to be wholly eftimated by the enjoy
ments
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ments of the prefent ftate, and the fer-

vices which the children of men are ca

pable of rendering each other : The pre
fent mode ofour exiftencemay be confider-

ed as a ftate of difcipline, defigned by an

allwife Creator to prepare us for higher
employments, and more perfect felici

ty.
—The prefent life may be confider-

ed, with reference to a future ftate, as

childhood with reference to mature

age. In another world we may act

with much more knowledge, and with

manly vigour.—At prefent we know

but in part, but in a future ftate we

may know even as we are known.—

Knowledge and happinefs may be pour

ed in upon our mind, in ways which

far exceed our prefent conceptions.—
Our happinefs however, at our entering
on a future ftate, will be proportion
ed to the improvement we now make

of our mental faculties, and of the oppor
tunities we have to be ufeful, to others.

The longer therefore we continue in

the prefent ftate, provided we make

good improvement of our abilities, and

opportunities for ufefulnefs, the better

(hall we be prepared for a future world.

C From
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From all that has been faid, human

life appears highly valuable : It is our

duty to preferve our own life, and the life

of others. " The Son of Man came not

"
to deftroy men's lives, but to fave them."

To fave human life, when in immi

nent danger, is the great object of the

Humane Societies which have been efta-

bliihed in various parts of Europe ; and

of the Society of the fame name, but

lately eftablilhed in this Commonwealth.

As the hiftory of the Humane Socie

ties which have been formed within the

laft twenty years, is not generally known,

I prefume it will not be difpleafing to

give a (hort account of them : This

AfTembly will then judge whether a So

ciety of this fort merits encouragement.

The firft Society of this kind which

I (hall mention, and the firft for ought I

know in the world, was eftablilhed zt/fm-

fterdam, in the year 1767. A few wealthy
Gentlemen of that City, ftruck with a va

riety of inftances in which perfons falling
into
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into the water, were loft for want of

proper treatment when brought on the

fhorc, formed themfelves into a Socie

ty for the recovery of drowned perfons.

The reports of that Society inform

us, that in the fpace of four years from

the date of the Inftitution, one hun

dred and fifty drowned perfons were

recovered by the ufe of the means,

which the Society recommended. *

Some of the perfons thus reftored to life

had been under water an hour and a half.

The aftonilhing fuccefs which at

tended the exertions of the Societies at

Amjlerdam, and at Hamburgh, encou

raged fimilar Inftitutions at Venice, Mi

lan, Padua, Vienna, Paris and London. -

I n nine months after the Humane

Society was eftablilhed at Paris, the

experiments were made on twenty-

eight drowned perfons, and twenty-
three of them were recovered.

From

* Do&or Alexander Johnson's Account of

Societiei for the recovery of drowned perfons, &c.
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From the reports of the Humane

Society in Great-Britain, it appears,
that in the firft ten years,

" Seven

" hundred and ninety-fix were re-

c< ftored from apparent death :" By
>far the greateft part had been drown

ed ; fome had lain under water an

hour and a half, an.d one, two hours.

Besides the nurneious inftances

of recovery after drowning, and feve-

ral after fufTocating, ftrangling and

other accidents, a Angular cafe is relat

ed by the Rev. Mr. (Thompson,
who preached a Sermon for the Hu

mane Society, at Brompton-Chapel, of

a Lad about eighteen years old, who

was ftruck apparently dead Jby a flafh

of Lightning.—One hour and a half paf*
fed, before any "means were ufed to recover

him, and the means were continued three

hours, before any figns of life appear
ed j at length animation was reftored,
and in a (hort time after he recovered to

perfect health.
*

It

* The above remarkable cafe is entered on the margin
of,

«« A brief Account of the Human Society elUbliibed
« in
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It is to be wilhed this fuccefsful

cafe may be generally known, that

like trials may be made, whenever

there Hull be occafion.

Where no figns of life have ap

peared after fevere ftrokes of Lightning,
there have feldom, I believe, been any

attempts of confequence made to re

ftore animation. But in fuch cafes of

apparent

«* in this kingdom, (Gnat-Britain) in the year 1774.
«'

By Doftor W. Hawks, Regifter and Secretary."

Although the Lightning rends the knotty oak and

fp.iis the hardelt rocks, no breach is made on the

animal body, by ftrokes which occafion inftaat death.

Hoiu Lightning kills, feems not to be generally deter.

mined by thofe Gentlemen who have given attention

to the fubjeel,"—If very heavy ftrokes deftroy the ten

der parts of the fyftem, fo as to render all endeavours

to reftore animation ineffectual, the above cafe will

incline us to think, perfons may be (truck 'apparently

dead, when no ciTeutial injury is done to the organs

of the body.

That great Philofopher,
«• Doctor Priest let, has

"

given us fome curious experiments, in the fecond

"

part of his ingenious Treatife on Air, tending to

"

prove, fromf the diminution of common air by
" the eleclrick fpark, that the latter either is, or con-

" tains Phlogilton, fince it does the very fame

"

thing that Phlogilton does." * If

* Doftor Thomas Hinry, F. R. S.
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apparent death, if the eflential organs

©f life are not injured, perhaps the

ufe of proper means may be attended

with as happy fuccefs, as in cafes of

drowning, ftrangling, or fuffocation.

The aftonifhing fuccefs which has

attended the exertions of Societies efta-

bhlhed in other parts of the world

for the recovery of drowned perfons,
and others in whom, by various acci

dents, the vital flame kerned to be

wholly
SJWHWM-—<— I I ■—!■■■■■■ ———

If the derrick fpark it Phlogilton, or contains Phlo

gilton, may we not fuppofe when a volume of Light
ning patTes through, or involves an animal in its way
from a cloud, or from the earth, the portion of rcfpi-
rable air which the animal polfelfed, will be immedi

ately furcharged with Phlogilton : In that cafe, the

lungs will collapfe, and all the vital functions inrtant-

ly ceafe, as in cafes where animals are plunged into

inflammable air, or any other deadly vapours.

M. Lavoisier, has proved by chemical experiments,
that only one fifth part of the atmofphcrick air, in

which we live, is capable of fupporting life ; and

therefore, mould that fmall part be furcharged with

Phlogilton, or by any means be rendered mcphitick,
the effect on fuch animals as may happen to be in

volved in fuch air mutt be iaihnt fuffocation and

death, unlefs prevented' by fuppl/ing the lungs
with good nir.
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wholly extinguiftied, encouraged feveral

Gentlemen in this Commonwealth, to

form themfelves into a Society for like

benevolent purpofes : But from the time

in which the Society was inftituted, hi

therto, no perfon has been drowned in

this neighbourhood, on whom the

experiments could be made.

As the great object of the Society is

to fave life, they not only promiie a re

ward to fuch as firft difcover, and

bring intelligence to one of the Phy-
ficians of the Society of any accidents pro

ducing apparent death, but they alfo pro-

mife a reward to any, who, by a fignal
exertion, (hall fave another from death.

One cafe of this fort has happened,
and a reward has been given to a Per

fon in this Town, for exerting himfelf,
and hazarding his own life, to fave a

Lad who was in danger of perifhing
under the ice. *

The

•

Yonng Mr. Sloans faw a Lad fall through the ice,

into the Mill-Pond ; and hardening to the place,
without waiting to pull off his clothes, he plunged
into the water, and brought the Lad to the fliore,

•iter he had funk feveral times to the bottom.
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The Society have alfo printed and dif*

perfed, a considerable number of Pamph
lets, containing Methods ofTreatment to

be ufed with perfons apparently dead,

from drowning, and from feveral other

accidents, which in a (hort time limit

prove fatal, if no afliftance can be had.

The Society alfo, taking into confi-

deration the deplorable condition, in

which many of our fea-faring Brethren

have perifhed after (hipwreck, for want

of a (helter from the ftorm and cold,

determined to erect a few fmall build

ings, on the molt dangerous parts of the

fea-coaft, m which (hall be lodged mate

rials for the comfort of fuch as may be

caft on more. Two of thofe buildings
will be foon finiflied, when notice will

be given of thei Situation.

Thus far has the Society proceeded :

Confiderable funds may be neceffary in

order to carry their defigns fully into

execution. They have no doubt but

they (hall receive every encouragement
which, they can have reafon to expect,
from the Government of the Common

wealth -, and they prefume it will not be
dif-
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difpleafing to requeft a collection of fuch

of the prefent AfTembly, as are able and

willing to aid their benevolent defigns.

Should the funds be fufficient>

great improvements may be made on the

original plan. Premiums may be in-

larged for the encouragement of fuch

as (hall exert themfelves to fave life :

Experiments more numerous and more

fatisfactory may be made to reftore ani

mation, in cafes which have been ge

nerally thought d'efperate, by which a

more perfect acquaintance with the hu

man conftitution, no doubt may be ob

tained, and the art of healing may be

rendered more extenfively ufeful.

Although we are not to expect
the fatal effects of difeafes can be wholly

prevented by any efforts of human wif-

dom, and human benevolence, we may

however indulge a hope, that by pro-

greflive improvements in the knowledge
of nature in general, and the noble art

of healing in particular, many difeafes

which have heretofore fpread defolation

far and wide, may be greatly mitigated.

D One



[ *6 ]
One dreadful difeafe, * which next te

theplague, had been forages the terror and

deftroyer of mankind, is now almoft de

prived ofits power to hurt. -It is impoflible
to fay how far other difeafes may be fub-

dued in confequence of future difcoveries.

As the human fyftem is compofed of

materials, fubject to daily alterations,

from the very aliments which we receive,

and from the air which we infpire, we

muft not expect in the prefent world, to

be exempt from difeafes and death :

But the difcoveries lately made by che

mical experiments, and particularly by

experiments on air, encourage a hope,
that remedies may be found to counter

act, and for a much longer time than

heretofore, prevent the fatal confequen-
ces of thofe alterations in the animal

fyftem, to which it is liable, -f
Air

• The Small-Pox.

f
<< It is with peculiar pleafure," fays Doftor Henry,

" that I can congratulate the Publick, on (he acquisition
«' of fo valuable an addition to the Materia Medica, {fix-
** id air.)—Doctor Percival has favoured the Publick

" with fome caies, in which fixed air thrown into the in-

• teftir.es produced confiderable benefit : That Gentle*

man'*
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A i r and heat may be confidered, as

principal caufes of animation. When

the greatAuthor of nature had complet
ed the human body, He breathed into it,
and gave it life.—Future experiments
muft determine, if the difcovery (hall

ever be made, how long the body may
remain infenfible, and apparently dead,
and yet, if the organs are not eiTcntially
injured, may be animated by inducing
heat, and fupplying the lungs with

good air. It is dcmonftrated that the

body may be animated, after all appear
ances of life have ceafed for feveral hours.

But left any, from what has been

faid on the fubject of reftoring animation,
(hould wi(h to have experiments made

in cafes where there can be no proba

bility of fuccefs, it may not be amifs to

obferve,—attempts cannot be encourag

ed for the recovery of thofe who are

worn

*' man's practice, and the obfervations of other ingeni-
**
ous Phyftcians, have fince furnilhed fome additional ca-

"

fes, in which the good effects of this medicine were in-

'*

difpotable. It has alfo been applied with great foccefs

"
as a fumigation to foul ulcers, and I have ufed it with

" the molt happy event in putridfore throats, and ulcerat-

** ed mouths and gums,attended with putrid fyrnptoms."

Vide. M.Lavoisier's Eflays Phylical and Chemical,
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worn outwith age,or die of difeafes which

effentially injure the organs of the body.

Cases which afford hope of fuccefs

are thofe in general called fudden

deaths ;
—fuch as drowning, fainting,

fuffocating by the noxious vapours of

burning coal, fermenting liquors, wells,

cifterns, and other confined and deep pla

ces, to which we may add,ftrokes of light

ning, ftrangling $
*
— and in general all

cafes of apparent death, where there is

reafon to fuppofe the organization of the

body remains intire. When-

* There are feveral cafes related by Doctor Johnson, of

perfons reftored from apparent death, after being
fuffocated and ftrangled.

Mr. Glover, Surgeon in Doctor's Commons, London,

communicated the cafe of Patrick Rodman, who was

hanged in the City of Cork, for a ftreet-robbery.

This Culprit hung twenty-nine minutes; no fignt of

life appeared after the firft four minutes.

On the Sheriff's retiring, the rope was cut, and the body
was carried to a field, near the place of execution, where

the ufual methods for recovering perfons apparently
dead were ufed near four hours, without any effect.

" Mr. Glover then made an incifion through the Ikin,
" into the wind-pipe, in the ufual manner, and blew

■'

flrongly through a canula into the lungs : About

"

twenty minutes after, the blood,at the temporal arte-
"

ry, which had been opened, began to run, and a flow

"

puife was juft peiceptable." The experiments
were
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W h e n e v e r we are happy enough to

recover any of our fellow-creatures from

apparent death, the Humanity which

we profefs,will excite us to afford them all

needed afliftance, fo that their ranfomed

days may prove peculiarly advantageous.

To the honour of the Humane Society in

Great-Britain, they not only endeavour to

fave life when in imminent danger, but

they provide means of instruction for fuch

as by their exertions, have been faved

from death. Perfons thus recovered,

are alTembled at ftated periods for reli

gious wor(hip, and devotional books,

fuited to their circumftances, are distri

buted among them.

You will allow me to infert a few fen-

tences from a Letter fent by an eminent

Phyfician in England, to one of the Infti-

tutors of that Humane Society, accompa

nying

were carried on from two o'clock, until a little after

feven, before the poor Creature was fufficiently alive

to open his eyes : But the fecond day he was (o well

as to walk eight miles back into the Country, to elude

the fearch of the Officers of Jnftice.-—He was feen

feveral years afterwards, by perfons who related that

he was in good health.
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eying, a fum of money to purchafe books

for the purpofe juft mentioned.

"

In refletting," fays he,
"

upon the

'*
nature and defign of the Humane Socie-

"

ty, one cannot but recal
to mind, with

"
a kind of pious retro fpe&ion, the won-

" derful example of our Saviour, in

*'

railing multitudes from the dead, and

"

going about to fave life, and promote
•*

religion. This „divine example the

"

Society has laudably imitated, and its

" endeavours have been bleffcd with fuc-

" cefs. The hu(band has been reftored

"
to the difconfolate wife, the father to

" the helplefs child ; and above all,
"

many an unhappy victim of intempe-
"
ranee and defpair has revived to

*• fentiments of virtue and piety.

" In moft of the Inftitutions in this

"

Metropolis, founded by the benevo-

" lence and humanity of its Inhabitants,
"
the principal object has been the re-

" lief of prefent mifery : But the atten-

" tion of the Humane Society, has been

" extended beyond the grave : In giv-
"

ing life to the expiring corpfe they
*' have



[ 3» ]
•' have likewife endeavoured to ream •

"
mate the mind, and awaken it to a

" fenfe of reverential gratitude to the
"

great Giver and Preserver of life.

" There is no picture in hiftory fo

"

tenderly affecting, as the affemblage of
" the numerous objects whom the Society
" have been made the instruments of

"

redeeming from death, when united

" in publick devotion.

" The tear of compaffion and fympa-
"

thy, drawn from every eye, by fuch a

'*

fight, is the ftrongeft tribute of pub-
" lick approbation that can be given to

" the exertions of the Society."
*

The pious and truly benevolent fenti-

ments expreffed in this Letter, do honour

to the Writer, and to the Inftitution of

which he is a Member.—More need

not be faid to encourage the ufe of pro

per means,
and (how the high probability

of reftoring animation in many cafes,

after the body hath lain a confiderable

time apparently dead.

No

• Dr. John Coaki.ey Lsttiom, SaH.brcok-Hcufe.



[ 32 3
No tongue can exprefs the joy we

(hould feel, were the companion of our

foul—were a behoved child, or any dear

friend, who had been fnatched from us

by fome dreadful accident, reftored a-

gain to our bofom, from the (hroud, or

from the coffin !

This joy has been realized by fuccefsful

experiments, in other parts of the world
:

This joy, it is poflible, fome ofour con

nexions or acquaintance, may have an op

portunity to realize, in future time.

A remarkable czfe has been com

municated to the Society, of aGentleman,

who, I fuppofe, is now living in Phila

delphia :—Five or fix years ago he was

in France, where'he was fick, and was

fuppofed to have died :—Three days af

ter his fuppofed death, a Phyfician hap

pening to look into the coffin, juft be

fore the corpfe was to have been buried,

judged from the countenance, animation

might be reftored : The funeral was

delayed, and by the ufe of proper

means, the Gentleman was reftored

to his friends and to the world.

This
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This inftance (hould caution us a-

gainft haftening the body of our friends
to the grave. In cafes of fudden death,
the laft folemn rite (hould not be per
formed until there be evident marks

of putrefaction. *

E But

*
Another cafe, communicated by Jonathan Willi

ams, jun. Efq; which he received from Dr. Franklin, jL
I fling into this note, on account of its fingular nature.

A Gentleman, who laboured under a difeafe which

he himfelf fuppofed would prove mortal : When he

approached the laft agonies, his faithful Servant was

weeping by his fide ; he ordered the Servant to watch

him, and when he had breathed his laft, to get naked

into his bed, and as far as poffible incompafs the bo

dy ; then to breathe? forcibly into his mouth, and to

continue this aft until he fhould recover, or become

cold : The Servant punctually obeyed : The Gentle

man recovered, and lived to relate the Itory many

years after.

Without taking any thing from the miracle, in the re

covery of the youngSbunammite, recorded in the fourth

chapter of the fecond book of Kings, we cannot help

obferving, the Prophet Eli/ha made ufe of means fome-

what fimilar to thofe ufed in the cafe juft related.
" And he went up and lay upon the child, and put
*' his mouth upon his mouth, and his eyes upon hit
"

eyes, and his hands upon his hands, and he ftretch-

" ed himfelf upon the child, and the fltjh of '.be child

"
waxed warm.—And the child fneefed—and

"

opened his eyes."



[ 34 ]
But while we drop a tear over the

grave of fuch of our fellow-creatures,

as may have, alafs ! too (bon, been joined
to the congregation of the dead, let us

prefent our grateful acknowledgments to

to the Father of Life, that he hath,

in this age of rapid improvement, led

to thofe important difcoveries, by which

many of the human race may be fav-

ed from an untimely end.

The tender feelings of our heart, and

the Spirit of our holy Religion, happily
unite in the caufe of Humanity.

The Son of God came into the world

to fave the life, and promote the happi
nefs of the children o£ men.

Let it be our determination to fol

low his moft amiable example. Let us

be conftant and unwearied in works of

Humanity, and we (hall receive the full re

ward ofour labours,when thofe who found

relief from our hand, when ready to

perifh, (hall rife up and call us blessed.

Bnmnn**'*n*mmmmQmmaHnmmmmmmmmmmmmMmmmmmmmBmnmmm
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APPENDIX:

Containing a fliort Account* of the

HUMANE SOCIETY, in

the Commonwealth of M a s s a-

chusetts : Together with the

Method of Treatment to

be ufed with Perfons apparently
dead from drowning, Sec.

IN
the Year 1785 feveral Phyficans,

and a number of other Gentlemen

in the Town of Bojlon, having fome ac

quaintancewithSocieties in Europe, which

have been formed within the laft twen

ty years, for the recovery of perfons ap

parently dead from drowning, fuffocation,

firangling and other accidents, propofed
to eftabli(h a Society of a fimilar kind

in this Commonwealth. A Subfcription
was accordingly opened ; and a fufficient

Number having entered their Names, a

Meeting was appointed for the choice of

Officers,andtheeftabli(hmentoffuchRule9
as were thought necefTary for the future

direction of the Society. Ths
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The annual Meeting for the choice of

Officers, is on the firft Tuefday in Decem

ber. TheprefentOfficersoftheSociety are,

{The Honourable

JAMES BOWDOIN, Efq; L. L. D.

Presiden t.

Thomas Russell, Efqj

Firft Vice-Prefident. .

John Warren, M. D.

Second Vice-Prefident.

Rev. Simeon Howard, D. D.

Treafurer.

Rev. Samuel Parker,

Recording-Secretary.

Rev. John Clarke,

Correfponding- Secretary.

Trustees,

Rev. JohnLathrop, D. D.

Rev. Peter Thacher,

Doct. Thomas Welch,

Mr. Nathanael Balch,

Aaron Dexter, M. D.

Samuel Henshaw, Efq;

Agreeably



APPENDIX, iii

Agreeably to the tenth Article of

the Inftitutes, at the Semiannual Meet

ing, which is on the fecond Tuefday
in June, a Publick Difcourfe is deliver

ed by fome Perfon appointed by the

Truftees for that purpofe, upon fome

Medical Subject, connected with the

principal objects of the Society ,• and

on the fame day agreeably to the thir

teenth Article, the Prefident and Truftees

adjudge a Medal to the Author of the

moft approved DifTertation which they
(hall have received in the courfe ©f the

preceeding year.

P—"* '' onmmHmmmmnrmmmmm
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Methods of Treatment to

be ufed with Perfons apparently
dead from drowning, Sec.

THOUGH the following Methods

are chiefly adapted to cafes of apparent
death from drowning, yet the Society
think it proper to obferve, that moft

of the means of reftoration herein re

commended are applicable to a confi

derable variety of other cafes, fuch as

hanging, convulfion fits, cold, fuffo

cation by damps, or noxious vapours,
the confined air of wells, cifterns,

caves, or the muft of fermenting li

quors.—-The Society have in the moft

effential Articles of Treatment, fol

lowed the recommendations of foreign
Societies of a (imilar nature ; though
they have endeavoured by a few ne-

cefJary alterations, to render them

more conformable to the particular
circumftances of the Country.

I.' ■ * HE unfortunate perfon is to be

J[ conveyed carefully to the neareft

publick or other houfe open for its

reception, in fuch a manner as to prevent
the extinction of any fmall remains of

life that may exift : For this purpofe the
head is to be raifed a little, as in bed,

and
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and the body (hould be carried in a natural

and eafy pofture, as in the fame fituation.

II. The object is to be immediately
ftripped, and laid on a warm bed, and
the Jkin well dried with heated flannels,
the mud and froth to be removed from
the mouth and noftrils ; if the body was

naked at the time of the accident, it is

then to be furround€6 asjfxpeditioufly as
poffible with a hot blanket, and thorough
ly dried with >coarfe cloths or flannels.

III. W^IWn the air is very cold or moid,
the varfous Methods ofTreatment are'to

be made ufe of near a large fire, or in a

heated apartment. On the other hand,
if the weather is warm, orfu/try, (as in
the fummer feafon)the windows and doors
of the room (hould be opened ; and in eve

ry other poffible way a cool refrefhing air

obtained ; as it is of the greateft impor
tance in bringing forward the latent fpark
of life, or in reftoring natural breathing.

IV. No perfons are to be admitted in

to the room, but thofewho are actually em

ployed in exerting their utmoft endeavours
for the recovery of the unfortunate ; fix

perfons are therefore the greateft num
ber that can ever prove ufeful on fuch oc-

cafions ; and thofe who are by-ftanders
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for the fake of curiofity (hould be re-

quefted to withdraw,as their prefence may
retard or totally prevent the reftoration.

V. The fmoke of tobacco thrown up
the fundament (hould be ranked among

the earlieft applications ; if zfumigator
*

(hould not be at hand, the common pipe
will anfwer the purpofe of applying this

vapour to the bowels, So eafy and im

portant an operation (hould be repeatedly
performed, as the good effects of tobac

co fmoke have been proved in many cafes.

VI. The (kin is to be gently rubbed

with warm woollen cloths, and a warm

ing-pan heated (the body being fur-

rounded with flannel) may lightly be

moved up and down the back for a confi

derable time. Wooden bottles, filled

with hot water, &c. or heated bricks,
covered with flannel, may be effica-

cioufly applied to the foles of the feet,

palms of the hands, and other parts of

the body. VII.

* Two fets of thefe infiruments are already procured at

the expence of theSociety ; one fet is deposited, by order
of the Truftees, with Doft. John Warren, in School-

Street, another with Do£t. David Town send, in Eflex-

Street : The Truftees intend, as foon as poffible, to pro
cure one or two more fets,when the Publick will be notifi

ed with whom they are lodged,—When the common pipe
is ufed,the fmoke is to be blown with the mouth from the

bowl, through the item, into the fandament, covering
the bowl with a handkerchief, or thin piece of linen.
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VII. If a child has been drowned, its body
(hould be wiped perfectly dry, and imme

diately placed in bed between two perfons
ofgood conftitution ; the falutary effects of
the natural vital warmth have been clear

ly proved in a variety of fuccefsful cafes.

VIII. The body is to be rubbed with

flannels, fprinkled with fpirits, and fo

mentations of hot rum are to be applied
to the breaft, &c. and often renewed.

The noftrils may be every now and

then tickled with a feather \fnuff and
volatiles (hould be.occafionally made ufe

of, to excite fneezing if poffible. The

various means of recovery (hould be made

ufe of by the q/pfiants for feveral hours,
the body is to be gently (haken every ten

minutes, in order to render the procefs
more certainly fuccefsful ; and the bodies

of children in particular are to be agitated,
by taking hold of their arms and legs
frequently, and for a continuance of

time. In a variety of in (lances agitation,
in conjunction with the methods laid

down, has forwarded the recovery of boys
who had been drowned, and continued

for a confiderable time apparently dead.

IX. If there be any figns of returning
life, fuch as fighing, gafping, convulfive
motions, pulfation or a natural warmth, a

F fpoonful
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fpoonful of any warm liquid may be ad-

miniftered ; and if it proves that the power
of fwallowing is returned, then a cordial

draught may be given in fmall quantities,
butnotwithout the direction ofa Phyfician.

Bleeding is never to be employed infuch
cafes, unlejs by the direction of one of the
Medical Ajjiftants, or fome other refpettable
Gentleman of the Faculty', who has paid
attention tofuch unfortunate accidents.

The methods which have been (o ful

ly recommended, are to be made ufe of

with vigour for feveral hours, although
no favourable circumftances (hould arife ;

for it is a vulgar and dangerous opinion
to fuppofe that perfons are irrecoverable,
becaufe life does not foon make its ap

pearance ; and upon this opinion, an

immenfe number of the feemingly dead

have been committed to the grave, who

mi^ht have been restored to life,

by refolution and perfeverance in the

Plans of Treatment now recommended.

Whenever any -good has been pro
duced by the means recommended, the

Perfon who has fupenntended the cure

is dcfired to write a circumftantial ac

count of it to the Society. ,

,11. . i, ...w.ijU.i ■■ ■. .11 ——M
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List of the Members

of the

HUMANE SOCIETY.

Doctor Samuel Adams,
Mr. Thomas Amory>
Mr. Azor Archbald,

John Avery, jun. Efq;
Mr. Jonathan Loring Auftin,
Hon. Benjamin Auftin, jun. Efq;

Mr. Nathanael Balch,

Jofeph Barrell, Efq;
Samuel Barrett, Efq;
Doct. Jofiah Bartlett, Charle/lown,
Rev. Jeremy Belknap,
Mr. Nathanael Bethune,
Mr, William Billings,
Hon. James Bowdoin, Efq;
James Bowdoin, jun. Efq;Dorcbefier,
John Boyle, Efq;
Samuel Bradford,. Efq;
Samuel Breck, Efq;
Mr. Henry Bromfield, jun.
John Brown, Efq;
Thomas Bulfinch, M. D.

Benjamin Clark, Efq;
Rev. John Clarke,
Hon.Richard Cranch, Efq; Braintree,

His
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His Honour Thomas Cufliing, Efq;
Thomas Cuming, jun. Efq;
Mr. Benjamin Clark Cutler.

Hon. Francis Dana, Efq; Cambridge,
Mr. William Dall,

Mr. Peter Roe Dalton,

Hon. Caleb Davis, Efq;
Amafa Davis, Efq;
Robert Davis, Efq;
Thomas Dawes, jun. Efq;
Mr. Gilbert Deblois,

Richard Devens, Efq;
Mr. John Deverell,

Aaron Dexter, M. D.

Mr. Ebenezer Dorr.

Rev. Jofeph Eckley,
Rev. John Eliot,
Mr. Simon Elliott,
Mr. Thomas Englhli,
William Erving, Efq;
Mr. John Erving, jun.
Rev. Oliver Everett.

Jofliua Farrington, Efq;
Mr. John Fenno,
Mr. BofTenger Fofter,
Mr. William Fofter,
Mr. James Freeman,
Mr. Jonathan Freeman.

Mr.
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Mr. Jofeph Greene,

Jofeph Greenleaf, Efq;
Mr. John Greenleaf.

Jofeph Hall, jun. Efq;
Doct. Lemuel Hayward,
Samuel Henfhaw, Efq;
Stephen Higginfon, Efq;

1

Benjamin Hitchborn, Efq;
Alexander Hodgdon, Efq;
Rev. Simeon Howard, D. D.

Doct. John Homans.

Hon. Jonathan Jackfon, Efq;
Henry Jackfon, Efq,
Leonard Jarvis, Efq;
Patrick Jeffery, Efq;
John Coffin Jones, Efq;
Doct. John Joy.

Doct. Thomas Kaft,
Mr. Bartholomew Kneelahd.

Mr. William Lambert,
Rev. John Lathrop, D. D,

Benjamin Lincoln, jun. Efq;
Doct. James Lloyd,
Hon. John Lowell, Efq;
Mr, John Lowell,

John Lucas, Efq;

Jonathan
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Jonathan Mafon, Efq;
John May, Efq;
Mr. Jofeph May,

George Richards Minot, ^Efqj
Mr. John Murray, Glouctjter.

Mr. Henry Newman.

Rev.Thomas Fitch Oliver, Mdrblehead.

Hon. Robert Treat Paine, Efq;
Rev. Samuel Parker,

Edward Payne, Efq;
Mr. Jofeph Pierce

Mr. Robert Pope,
Mr. Jofeph Pope,
William Powell, Efq;
Mr. Henry Prentifs, \
Ezekiel Price, Efq;
Edward Proctor, Efq;

Mr. Sampfon Read,

John Rice, Efq;
Thomas RufTell, Efq;
Mr. Jofeph RufTell,
Mt. Ezekiel RufTell.

Mr. Samuel Salifburv,
William Scollay, Efq;
Mr. William Selby,
Hon. David Sewall, Efq; York,

Samuel
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Samuel Sewall, Efq; Marblehead,
Mr. William Shattuck,
Doct. Oliver Smith,
Mr. William Smith,

Otpt. Nehemiah Somes,
Rev. Samuel Stillman,
Doct. Charles Stockbridge, Scituate,
M\ RufTell Sturgis,
Hon. Jnmes Sullivan, Efq;
J?mes Swan, Efq;
John Sweetfer, Efq;

Mr. John Templeman,
Rev. Peter Thacher,
Poet. Thomas Thaxter, Hingbam,
Doct. D vid Townfend,

Mr. Edward Tucfcerman,
William Tudor, Efq;
Hon. Cotton Tufts, Efq; Weymouth.

John Warren, M. D.

Jofiah Waters, Efq;
Arnold Welles, F<q;
Doct. Thomas Welch,

Hon. Oliver Wendell, Efq;
Doct. Mofes Willard, Roxbury.
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